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Yang Yongqing (1927-2011) was a renowned 
Chinese painter. Among his numerous works, 
the most celebrated are comic strips in his early 
years and children’s book illustrations later. He 
was granted the first prize for artistic creation 
by the national children’s book award committee 
and nominated for the Hans Christian Anderson 
Award. 
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If you were to ask someone when this story took place, even a white-bearded old man will shake his head. One 
can count how many stars there are in the sky and how many pebbles th 


yere are on the riverside, but he cannot 
count how many years have passed since the story took place. 


At that time, there was a green mountain near the sea. At the foot of the mountain was a village of farmers. 
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One day on the boy's way to the fields, he saw in the grass some wild strawberries, red and fresh like rubies, 
making his mouth water. Free Green was so excited that he went in the grass to pick them, only to find the grass 
thicker and higher than he expected. 
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“Whoosh!” A black snake came out of the grass and caught a singing little bird. Free Green picked up a twig 
and threw it towards the black snake. The snake was struck and had to let go of the bird and fled into the grass. 
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wings and chirped goodbye to Free Green before it flew away. 
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The black snake regretted its failure and went deep into the water to complain to the dragon, its big brother, “| 
was beaten by a boy named Free Green. He even threatened to fill up your pond with rocks..." said the snake with 


its lying tongue. 
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The dragon became very angry upon hearing this. It flew out of the water, raised winds and waves. destroved 
the houses and trees, and flooded the dams and fields. Free Green and his fellow villagers had to leave everythina 
behind and make their way to the mountain for shelter. 
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The sea snake and the dragon went after them. At this critical moment, a little girl with wings took Free 


Green and flew him into the sky. They flew so fast they disappeared in a flash. 
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The little girl and Free Green kept flying all the way until they reached a fairy mountain. On the mountain, trees 
were green all year round, tlowers were in bloom in all seasons, and fruits and berries were all over the oe 
creeks flowed in the mountain as if their clear water was playing some pleasant music. 


The little girl took Free Green to meet a fairy, and Free Green thanked the little girl. But the fairy said, “You 
saved my little daughter. It’s me who should be thanking you.” The little girl giggled and hid herself behind the fairy. 
Free Green now came to realize that the little girl was actually the bird he’d saved trom the mouth of the black snake. 
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The fairy presented Free Green with lots and lots of gold, silver and jewelry, but he shook his head and took 


none. What he wanted was a weapon to defeat the dragon so that his fellow villagers could be protected against 
any harm it could cause. The fairy praised his determination and promised to give him what he wanted. 
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The little girl gave him a tresh peach. Free Gree 
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The fairy then gave him a long ribbon and said, “This is a magic ribbon. Not only can it tie the dragon, but it 
can also change into anything at your command. But it can change only once and will lose its magic power if it’s 


changed too many times. It can become long or short, short enough to fit into your mouth. When you hold it in 
your mouth and say ‘Change’, it will change.” 
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Thinking of his parents and fellow villagers, Free Green took the ribbon right away. The fairy plucked a lotus 


leaf and sent Free Green flying home on tt. 
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The village was still at the mercy of the rain and the flood waters, which had risen almost to the mountain top. 
At this moment, Free Green arrived with his lotus leaf and landed on a rock. With a deafening roar, the huge rock 
tumbled down the mountain and fell right onto the head of the black snake. The snake made a painful twist and 
died — one minute earlier it had been taking pleasure in its revenge and the villagers’ misfortune. 
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Free Green opened his mouth and released the ribbon. All of a sua- 


The dragon angrily came to Free Green. 
den in myriads of glowing rays, the ribbon tied the dragon fast. 
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he dragon begged Free Green to spare its life and promised to behave itself in the future. The kind boy be- 
lieved the dragon's words and said, “I'll soare your life this time. If | catch you doing bad things again, you'll die.” 
He then took back the magic ribbon. The dragon changed itself into a worm and went into the grass. 
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The flood receded and the villagers came home. That year the crops were growing very well. But later for no 


reason at all the crops turned grey and died overnight. The villagers were heartbroken and all in tears. 
It turned out to be the trick of the dragon. As a worm hiding in the crops, it changed into thousands of moths 
and pests eating the crops. There were so many of them that it was impossible to bring things under control. Free 


Green regretted setting the dragon free. 
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Free Green was so angry that his belly swelled and his eyes protruded. He put the magic ribbon into his mouth 
and said, “Just turn me into a small animal to eat the pests!” 


Immediately his body became small, his eyes big and protruding, and he began eating the pests with his long 
tongue. 
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The little girl and the fairy also turned into songbirds, flying over to eat the pests. Unfo 
‘ato a human. For all his life and his future generations, Free Green was the pow- 


"Hero Frog” was the name people gave to this kind of pest-eating animal. They named it af- 
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I grew up listening to the stories of Jack and the Bean 
Stalk, The Little Engine that Could, and Brer Rabbit and the 
Tar Baby. Now with this Picture Books of Chinese Stories series 
Western audiences can read the stories that Chinese children 
listened to. Soon these stories will become as meaningful and 


precious to you and your children as the stories of your youth. 


—— BRI REA FAIA [¥£] Steven Orton 
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